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Pr. Tech. (Eng) may disappear

The old accepted acronym for the registered Professional Technologist (Engineering), Pr. Tech. (Eng.) may soon have to be replaced. The new Engineering Profession Act requires the designation of this category to change to that of Professional Engineering Technologist. This means that the acronym Pr. Tech. (Eng.) no longer serves as a unique identifier. This letter asks your personal opinion on this important matter.

NEW REGISTRATION CATEGORIES

Along with Professional Engineers, Professional Engineering Technologists & Professional Certificated Engineers, the new registration category of Professional Engineering Technician is now also introduced. The acronym for this new category has not been decided. However, proposals made for discussion were very similar to the present acronym for the Professional Engineering Technologist. 

Since there have been some cases where persons misrepresented themselves as Pr. Tech. (Eng.), we need to have an acronym that is distinctive and does not lend itself to misrepresentation.
Similar acronyms confuse people who are not very knowledgeable about matters regarding the engineering profession, and create doubt in the mind of the public between the roles of Professional Engineers, Professional Engineering Technologists and the new Professional Engineering Technicians

The new Engineering Council, that sits for the first time on the 28th August this year, will have to consider this matter and will probably refer it to a committee to advise them. Since we at IPET, represent the interests of all Professional Engineering Technologists in ECSA committees, we would like to present a strong case to ECSA stating the wishes of the majority of Professional Engineering Technologists on this topic. We need your opinion, even if you are not presently a member of IPET!

WHAT SHOULD AN ACRONYM LOOK LIKE?

Any acronym should be short, descriptive and distinct. It should be easy to remember and must not lend itself to mis-representation. 

At a special IPET Council meeting a number of acronyms for Technologists were proposed. These were discussed and debated in great detail. Those that found favour are listed as suggestions overleaf in the Ballot Form.
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

IPET now asks you to vote in a ballot to determine the order of priority of these acronyms. IPET will then be able to approach ECSA with a clear mandate in discussions on the new acronym.

Please complete the ballot paper at the back and return it as soon as possible by post, fax or e-mail to:

fax 011 787 9706, or snail-mail to  IPET  Box 1824  Randburg  2125 or 

e-mail to johandk@uskonet.com

Please indicate your preference by numerical order, 1 for the one you like most, etc. to 5, the one you like least.
PROGRESS ON THE ENGINEERING PROFESSIONS ACT 2000 (ACT 46),

AND THE NEW ENGINEERING COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA 
The New ECSA.

Since the report in our last newsletter the process of establishing a new ECSA has commenced. The new Council will consist of 50 persons; 30 registered persons, 10 professionals of whom 6 must be in the service of the State and 10 members of the public.

Nomination Procedure and Dates.

IPET was asked to nominate suitable persons to serve on the new ECSA Council. An open appeal to all IPET members was published in our previous newsletter. All the nominations had to be submitted to ECSA by the 26th April 2001. IPET nominated or supported 8 nominees; 2 members who served on the old ECSA Council and 3 other members and 3 nominations for the public category. 

ECSA had until the 26th May 2001 to select a list of recommended candidates from the nominations received. It then had to submit these nominees to the Minister for approval.

The Minister appointed the new Council members at the end of July. The names of the newly appointed ECSA Council members are available at the ECSA website www.ecsa.co.za 

The minister appointed at least 8 female members, about 22 black members, 4 Engineering Technologist representatives, one Technikon, 3 Technician and 4 Certificated Engineer representatives.

The following Pr. Tech. (Eng.)s  serve on the new Council with the nominating body in brackets:

T E Stidworthy (IPET) 

V Nel (CET and IPET) 

K Ramjee (IPET) 

M F Allie (SAICE and IPET) 

J J de Koker (IPET) 

Prof B K Wells represents Technikons.

The following persons represent Professional Engineering Technicians:

Mr. V Nel (CET), Ms. S Rapeti (CET) and Ms. M Sonnekus

The date for the inauguration of the new ECSA Council and the date that the new Act comes into effect is the 28th August 2001. 

Ballot Form

Please exercise your democratic right to express your opinion about the future acronym for Professional Engineering Technologists. Vote for proposals in order of priority as you see fit. You may also make your own proposal.

Please put priority numbers in the space provided between the brackets.
Acronym
Priority (1=Highest, 2= Second Choice, 3= Third Choice, etc)

Pr Tech Eng

(   )
Motivation: Already known as it was used in the past, Currently in use and abreviated as Pr Tech (Eng)

Pr Eng Tech

(   )
Motivation: Phrase “Professional Engineering Technologist” appears in the new Act.

Pr Eng ( Grad Tech) (   )
Motivation A Graduate in Technology from a Technikon

Pr Techno

(   )
Motivation: Popular and accepted in the Army

P. E. T.

(   )
Motivation: Short, descriptive, distinct and does not lend itself to mis-representation.  

Other


(   )
Motivation:……………………………………………..

Name (Optional) ……………………………………………………..

Your Engineering Council Registration Number …………………………………

Please complete this ballot paper and return it as soon as possible to:

Fax 011 787 9706, or snail-mail to  IPET  Box 1824  Randburg  2125 or 

e-mail to johandk@uskonet.com

What is IPET?

The Institute of Professional Engineering Technologists (IPET) is a voluntary body that serves and protects the interests of professional engineering technologists in all disciplines.

Briefly, IPET strives to:

· to enhance the status of engineering technologists

· provides opportunities to deliver papers and publish technology research articles

· nominates technologists representatives to serve on ECSA

· represents professional engineering technologists on the Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA).

· assists in setting standards for Technikon courses and the registration of technologists through ECSA

· makes contributions to government on new laws

· gives recognition of excellence by providing awards to Technikon students

IPET members enjoy benefits that include:

· R260 discount on your annual ECSA fee. This more than pays IPET’s R175 annual fee!!

· free e-mail legal advice from our lawyers

· reduced fees at a South Coast Holiday resort

· news on developments affecting the profession

· the use of the IPET E Group. This is a forum where members receive news and discuss matters of mutual interest

· the use of the IPET SCIL list to find fellow technologists with specific skills and interests

· reciprocity agreements with technologist organisations in other countries

Download your application form for IPET membership from our website at www.ipet.co.za, or supply us with your details at IPET, P O Box 1824, Randburg, 2125.

Telephone / Fax / Answering Machine 011 787 9706

e-mail engineer@netactive.co.za
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O. & O. E. 

The Institute of Professional Engineering Technologists (IPET), its agents, volunteers, workers and members cannot be held responsible for errors in, amendments to, or any damages whatsoever arising from information published in good faith. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily shared by IPET.










