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Bits and Bytes.

ISO 9000 Standards Have Expired!

SANAS the Sa National 

Accreditation System recently stated that all the ISO 9000 : 1994 certifications and registrations have ceased on 15 December 2003 and are no longer valid.

These should be replaced by ISO 9001 : 2000.

Interested parties should therefore take note.  

The Worlds Biggest Fossil Fuel User.

The United States of America with only less than 5% of the worlds population uses 26% of global oil, 25% of the coal and 25% of natural gas. The USA has an estimated 25% of the worlds cars around 128 million cars.

UK Wind Farms

While ESKOM experiments with a local wind farm to generate electricity, the UK is set to expand it’s offshore wind power sector. The Government  plans for wind farms 10 times the size of those currently being built.

Some 15 projects approved should generate between 5.4 and 7.2 Gw. This is enough power for some four million households!

The second round of wind farms to be built close to the Thames Estuary, the Wash and the north west are expected to consist of hundreds of turbines each.

In round one of the project the turbines were limited to a total of 30.

National Wind Power is making the largest investment with two projects.

Anglo Dutch group Shell is involved in the second biggest wind farm a 1 Gw project with some 300 turbines.

The world’s largest and third largest wind turbine manufacturers, Denmarks Vestas and NEG Micon are to merge to create a company with an estimated market share of 35%.

New Radio Network for SA Police Service.

A new digital two-way radio communication system will replace the old analogue system used. The roll out of the Tetra system starts in Gauteng in September. The project of some R506 million Rand was awarded to Alcom Matomo, a company jointly owned by Altech and Matomo ICT, a black empowerment group.

The advantages over the current system includes enhanced network security, small handsets, improved channel interference and the users can speak simultaneously just like cell phones. Communication between police, fire, ambulance and hospital services should be enhanced.

The possibility exists that the Tetra system could also be linked to an existing cellular network.

The principal supplier will be Motorola who is a world leader of many years in radio systems.

South Africa’s Second Corvette.

The SAS Isandlwana for the SANDF is to be delivered early in 2004. This is the second of four Corvettes ordered from the German Frigate  Consortium that includes Blohm and Voss, Thyssen Rheinstahl Technik and Howaldswerke Deutsche Werf and Thales Naval France.

The first Corvette, the SAS Amatola, is berthed at Simons Town. It is still being fitted out with combat systems. The outfitting process takes some time so the ships are not yet in service.

Lighting Gets Coherent?

The three SA Lighting Associations have merged in early 2004 to form the unified Illuminating Engineers Society of SA.

The previous bodies were the Institute of Lighting Engineers of SA, the SA Lighting Association and the SA National Committee on Illumination.

The Engineering Council of SA (ECSA) is expected to acknowledge and recognise the new body.

The new association will continue to promote SABS testing and standards.

Institute of Engineering in the UK.

After protracted discussions over many years it seems some progress is being made between IIE, IEE and ImechE which may lead to the formation of a new professional body, provisionally called the Institute of Engineering (IoE).

This new body would be inter disciplinary or multi disciplinary.

This could be the most significant development in the history of engineering professionalism in the UK.

Editors comment. They, like SA, have been chasing this dream for decades!
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European Parliament Debates Professional Qualifications.

In January the debate on Recognition of Professional Qualifications in the European Parliament ended in the vote being postponed..

The proposals to simplify the complicated recognition directives into a single Directive stalled. Currently there are two General Systems which include engineers and technicians as well as a number of Sectorals which include doctors and architects etc.

Deep differences coupled with a lack of clarity in the report soon emerged. The UK were accused of being arrogant lobbyists suggesting that the UK only wished to export the English system rather than accepting a harmonised approach.

The European Commission had been impressed by the success of the European Engineers (EUR ING) register, run by the European Federation of National Engineering Association (FEANI).

The changes now proposed re open old anxieties among some Mediterranean countries, Italy for one has never accepted the system of recognition used by FEANI. Further amendments will affect the UK with its relatively short higher education requirements and it’s emphasis on professional development before professional registration.

----------------------------------------------------------------

O. & O. E. 

The Institute / Association, its agents, volunteers, workers and members cannot be held responsible for errors in, amendments to, or any damages whatsoever arising from information published in good faith. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily shared by the Institute/ Association.

Die Instituut/ Assosiasie kan nie aanspreeklik gehou word vir enige foute in, wysigings  van, of enige skadevergoeding wat mag spruit uit inligting wat ter goeder trou gepublise(r word nie. Opinies uitgespreek deur insenders word nie noodwendig deur Instituut / Assosiasie gesteun nie.
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Joke Corner
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Warning / Disclaimer.


 Sensitive readers are warned that the following may erroneously be taken to contain sex, violence, strong language, gender, race, ethnics etc. Readers are warned not to read or have any of the following read to them. Recommended readers age is limited to 110 and 111 years of age.





A man in a hot air balloon realised he is lost. He reduced altitude and spotting a woman below, He descends a bit more and shouted "Excuse me, can you help me ? I promised a friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I don't know where I am!"


� The woman below replies, "You're in a hot air balloon hovering  approximately 30 feet above the ground, you're between 40-41 degrees North latitude and between 59-60 degrees West longitude.�


"You must be an engineer." Said the Balloonist.�


"I am ," replied the woman "How did you know?" "Well," answered the balloonist "everything you have told me is technically correct, but I've no idea what to make of your information, and the fact is I'm still lost. Frankly, ,you've not been much help at all , if anything you've delayed my  trip!





 The woman below responded ,"you must be in management."�


 "I am," replied the balloonist "but how did you know?"


 


"Well," said the  woman, "You don't know where you are or where you're going, you have risen to where you are due to a large quantity of hot air. You made a promise, which you've no idea how to keep, and you expect people beneath you to solve your problems! The fact is you are in exactly the same position you were in before we met, but now somehow it's become my fault!!�





 


The Oldest Profession.





A doctor, a civil engineer and a computer scientist were arguing about what was the oldest profession in the world. 





The doctor remarked, "Well, in the Bible it says that God created Eve from a rib taken from Adam. This clearly required surgery, so I can rightly claim that mine is the oldest profession in the world." 





The civil engineer interrupted and said, "But even earlier in the book of Genesis, it states that God created the order of the heavens and the earth from out of the chaos. This was the first and certainly the most spectacular application of civil engineering. 


Therefore, fair doctor, you are wrong. Mine is the oldest profession in the world." 





The computer scientist leaned back in his chair, smiled and said confidently, "Ah, but who do you think created the chaos?" 











 


Two engineering students were walking across the campus when one said,�"Where did you get such a great bike?"


The second engineer replied,�"Well, I was walking along yesterday minding my own business when a beautiful woman rode up on this bike. She threw the bike to the ground,�took off all her clothes and said, "Take what you want."


The second engineer nodded approvingly, "Good choice; the clothes probably wouldn't have fitted." 





What is the difference between Mechanical Engineers and Civil Engineers?�Mechanical Engineers build weapons. Civil Engineers build targets.�


Normal people ... believe that if it isn't broken, don't fix it.�Engineers believe that if it isn't broken, it doesn't have enough features yet.�

















Dangerous Weapons!





At New York's Kennedy International Airport today, an individual, later discovered to be a public school teacher, was arrested trying to board a flight while in possession of a ruler, a protractor, a setsquare, a slide� rule, and a calculator.


�Attorney general John Ashcroft believes the man is a member of the notorious al-gebra movement. He is being charged with carrying weapons of math� instruction.


� "Al-gebra is a very fearsome cult, indeed," Ashcroft said. "They desire average solutions by means and extremes, and sometimes go off on a tangent in a search of absolute value. They consist of quite shadowy figures, with names like "X" and "Y", and, although they are  frequently referred to as "unknowns", we know they really belong to a common denominator and are part of the axis of medieval with co-ordinates in every country. As the great Greek philanderer Isosceles used to say, "there are 3 sides to every triangle."�


 When asked to comment on the arrest, President Bush said, "If God had wanted  us to have weapons of math instruction, He would have given us more fingers and toes."�





Best Bumper Stickers ��CONSTIPATED PEOPLE DON'T GIVE A SH.IT.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�TO ALL YOU VIRGINS: THANKS FOR NOTHING.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�HORN BROKEN ... WATCH FOR FINGER.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�HEART ATTACKS: GOD'S REVENGE FOR EATING HIS ANIMAL FRIENDS.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�MONEY ISN'T EVERYTHING, BUT IT SURE KEEPS THE KIDS IN TOUCH.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�SOME PEOPLE ARE ONLY ALIVE BECAUSE IT IS ILLEGAL TO SHOOT THEM.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�BEAUTY IS IN THE EYE OF THE BEER HOLDER.�~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�MONEY ISN'T THE MOST IMPORTANT THING, BUT IT RATES RIGHT UP THERE WITH OXYGEN. �











The Farmer and The Attorney 





A big city lawyer went duck hunting in rural Tennessee. He shot and dropped a bird, but it fell into a farmer's field on the other side of a fence.





As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up on his tractor and asked him what he was doing. The litigator responded, "I shot a duck and it fell in this field, and now I'm going to retrieve it." 





The old farmer replied, "This is my property, and you are not coming over here." The indignant lawyer said, "I am one of the best trial attorneys in the United States and, if you don't let me get that duck, I'll sue you and take everything you own.





The old farmer smiled and said, "Apparently, you don't know how we settle disputes in Tennessee. We settle small disagreements like this with the 'Three Kick Rule.'





 The lawyer asked, "What is the 'Three Kick Rule'?" The Farmer replied, "Well, because the dispute occurs on my land, first I kick you 3 times and then you kick me 3 times and so on back and forth until someone gives up." 





The attorney quickly thought about the proposed contest and decided that he could easily take the old codger. He agreed to abide by the local custom.





 The old farmer slowly climbed down from the tractor and walked up to the attorney. His first kick planted the toe of his heavy steel toed work boot into the lawyer's groin and dropped him to his knees. His second kick to the midriff sent the lawyer's last meal gushing from his mouth. The lawyer was on all fours when the farmer's third kick to his rear end sent him face-first into a fresh cow pie.





The lawyer summoned every bit of his will and managed to get to his feet. Wiping his face with the arm of his jacket, he said, "Okay, you old fart. Now it's my turn." The old farmer smiled and said, "Naw, I give up. You can have the duck.� 





 





A veteran politician was asked what he had learnt in the rough and tumble of the political arena”. “Well” he said, “its not so much whether you won or lost but how you allocated the blame!’”
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